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Connor Kelly and Roisin Kelly 
People Before Profit candidate and office manager, PBP Office April 4, 1130‐1200 
  (Fairly empty storefront. Bookstore selling books from a People’s history, to 
Malcolm X, to copies of Marx and Engels, and pamphlets on the north. A few tables. 
No. A few old tables and chairs (one looks like it was stolen from the other coffee 
store). Jeans, leggings, casual. Literature and Posters everywhere. Trouble with old 
technology.) 
  CK: I am a candidate; I am running for Derry City Council from the Cityside 
(Bogside and Creggan and Brandywell estates) so I guess you can say that I work 
here. I was involved in SEA and SWP until they merged into PBP and that is what I’m 
doing now. SEA was only Northern Ireland, so it helps to be in PBP and have that 
support from the entire island. People Before Profit Alliance (started in the North in 
2009) is not really a political party; we register as one because we have to stand in 
elections. We are not a Socialist or Revolutionary organization. We have many 
members who are socialist and even revolutionary socialists but as an organization 
that is not our official approach. We try to have the broadest possible base to appeal 
to.  
  CK: We believe that socialism is the only answer to the sectarianism in 
Ireland. We must unite as working class to fight … that identity is more important 
then others. I don’t like referring to the “unionist community.” The Peace Process 
has institutionalized sectarianism and division and we will never get anything done 
with it enshrined at the core of our political system. Someone might want to 
maintain a union with Britain and see that as an ultimate goal, but it might not be 
the priority at the top of there agenda. At the same time, someone might want to see 
a united 32 county republic in Ireland, but it might not be their first priority. The 
goal then is to see where they can agree and where they can work together, and that 
always happens along class issues. 
  There was a woman who had been in the UDA and she was listening to 
Bernadette Devlin, and she didn’t want to like what BD said, because she was a 
staunch unionist and thought of BD as a vehement Republican, but she realized that 
she agreed to much with what she was saying to ignore her.  
  Our support has traditionally been in the Catholic community, but we are 
making significant inroads into the Protestant communities and we should see much 
bigger turn out there this year. We are the only leftist org that campaigns in the 
protestant communities. Our candidates in Derry are about half and half; we have 
two candidates from the Waterside who are from the protestant/loyalist 
community. Two from the cityside from the catholic community and Eamon. We are 
all running, but our main goal is to get Eamon elected. He has the biggest name and 
sending him to Stormont would signal a mass change in the sectarian politics of 
Northern Ireland where you have to register as Nationalist, Unionist or Neither. And 
no one registers as neither. 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 Me: what about Alliance? 
  CK: Alliance registers as unionist I think. Even if they don’t actually register 
as unionist. They take a passive, backseat role; they voted for the budget, they don’t 
seriously challenge the sectarian nature of politics.  
  R: Dawn Purivs tried. She would be a strong leftist voice from the unionist 
community, but she hasn’t joined PBP yet because she isn’t ready to give up her 
allegiance to unionism. But she done good work, she pushed through the double‐
jobs rule that stopped politicians from serving in multiple bodies at the same time.  
      CK: But none of the major parties really do anything for the working people. 
They called the radiation treatment machine here a sectarian issue and that way the 
DUP was able to vote it down and they can do that with whatever they want. Even 
the parties who claim to be socialist don’t do anything. They are all essentially right‐
wing Thatcherite parties. We still have these Thatcherite Labour policies in place 
that curtail the ability for unions to act. 
  R: No general strikes, only about specific issues and only part of the union at 
a time. No picket line with more than 6 people. 
  CK: And these powers were devolved to Stormont in the Peace Process, and 
none of the major parties (even the supposedly socialist ones) have said anything. 
About changing this.  
R: They wanted to pass a public assemblies law that would make all 
assemblies have to be preapproved. It would make our assembly on Wednesday 
illegal, and seriously curtail our ability to have spontaneous rallies.  But we spoke 
out and the bill didn’t pass, example of the mobilization of the people. 
Me: you say you are the only viable leftist alternative, what about the 
Socialist Party? 
CK: Well the Socialist Party mainly runs to fly the flag, do you know what I 
mean? 
Me: Not really? 
CK: They don’t actually plan to win, they don’t have a plan to govern, they 
just run to stir up socialist support and ideology and to fly the flag of socialism. 
R:  But they are apart of the ULA with us in the South and we are working on 
trying to get that base up here. Its just a matter of hammering things out because 
material conditions are different up here. 
CK: And they recognize the importance of Eamonn’s campaign and of 
Eamonn winning. They want to see him win, that’s why they haven’t run a candidate 
in this district. 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Dermie McLenaghan 
 April 5th 230pm St. Columb’s Park House  
To a group of students from Westminster University taught by his brother‐in‐law. 
  DM: I was born in the Bogside although back then it wasn’t known as that yet, 
it was known simply as down‐the‐bog because of course 100s of years ago the river 
used to flow through it, so it was then a bog.  
  7 Wellington St. Working class area, my father was a cattle driver, he had TB, 
and there was a cure long before that but his health had gone long before. Died of 
TV, well no TB, but you can die of TV now these days too. We would have rats 
periodically running through the house and everything… looking back on it was 
pretty bad objectively speaking. Although we didn’t; really perceived as that. 
  We were politically discriminated against as Catholics, Republicans, Working 
Class – the Working Class is always discriminated against, the only difference 
between Protestant and Catholics is their relationship to the state.  
  We were on the Housing List for 18 years, we never had the chance of getting 
a house because it would have interfered with the gerrymandering of the Unionist 
Government. I didn’t really understand politics growing up, my father was 
Republican but not super involved, was in a union, but didn’t discuss it around the 
dinner table. 
  At the time a man named Dr. Abernathy decided who got houses in Derry, he 
was a Unionist and he was in charge of the local Apprentice Boys. He was the first 
person at my father’s wake, he sat and had the customary tea and biscuit, and I 
remember when he left we followed him to the door as you did in those days. I 
remember him saying to my mother, “Mrs. McLenaghan, I will not be long in getting 
you a house now.” And I remember her responding, “But its too late, he’s already 
dead.” 
  That’s when I became political, not when I read Marx, I didn’t understand 
Marx then, I still don’t think I completely understand Marx. I was in the 
Londonderry Labour Party. I wasn’t brought up to think about the difference 
between in Protestants and Catholics, but still aware that Catholics were 
discriminated against because to give them rights would weaken the state, which 
was still flimsy.  
  So then I would have been squatting people into houses. I had my own 
housing list. It was a political decision not to build houses. There were actually plans 
to redevelop the Bogside in a way not to extend boundaries – hi flats, build up not 
out, in Brandywell and Creggan too. Those never got made, but I can show you the 
plans in boxes in my house. People told me that it was not fair, that it was queue 
jumping, but no housing was eve rbuilt, so I have no problems. I used to have a 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whole team, a plumber, a carpenter, an electrician, and we would fix up empty flats 
and then move a family in. 
  One time there was this real nice flat that was empty and we had a family to 
move into it. And I got there, and it was still warm but the wall‐paper was torn up 
and old looking, so I felt a little uncomfortable but moved them in anyway. Later 
that night there was a knock on my door and it was John and Pat Hume, and John 
explained that I had moved the family into Pat’s parents flat while they were out of 
town waiting for it to be refurbished. So I apologized and found the family a 
different flat. 
  So we protested against danger in housing and the lack of safety regulations 
– blocked a street, got some publicity – made a little disruption. Got a caravan put 
that across the road, police come , people got a energized, seemed important. 
National courage. Radicalized people. Felt better actually doing something, actually 
involved, felt better than just talking about it. Labour party and DHAC and UHAC 
caused major disruptions and provided and alternative to Constitutionalism. This 
was not a socialist move, not motivated by that, more of Radical Social Work.  
  Once we moved a group of poor families into the mayor’s office in Guild hall, 
there were skirmishes with the police – went with Eamonn McCann and Eamonn 
Mclough – decided to get in touch with NICRA. So on the 5th of October we had the 
Duke st. March. Wanted the repeal of the Special Powers act. I was the one who 
decided to have the march on Waterside, otherwise it would be just those surly 
Catholics marching – it was meant to get the Working Class Protestant. The 1st 
principle to having it on the Waterside was to show it was a working class 
community as a whole. 
Prof “You weren’t trying to be deliberately inflammatory?” 
  No, it was for unity, not parochial. We had every right to march there. I knew 
absolutely that it was to disrupt politics – but I won’t take responsibility for what 
happened, that is for the State. 
“So you admit that it was a bit about showing off and making a disruption.” 
  Students are the transients of politics. 
“But I have heard reports of students seig heiling to police officers and such” 
  You don’t think that is reasonable behavior  The police are very provocative, 
that action was appropriate. I knew it was gonna cause trouble, but what else were 
we gonna do.  – you have to fight back for human dignity.  
  So PD marched – I thought they were foolish people… they would sit in a 
circle and mutter, like, lets go occupy the guild hall, then they’d do it and come back 
and be like, ya ya ya we occupied the guild hall… Benny Hill Comedy show. I didn’t 
agree with that March (the long march from Belfast to Derry) They were going 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through every Protestant lawn on the way, left people no choice but to get violent. 
But still the blame is on the RUC who didn’t do anything. So at the next meeting the 
reins were taken away from the Radicals. 
  There was lots of trouble then on August the 12, there were people stationed 
at all the entrances to the Bogside making sure there was no trouble while they 
marched by. I looked around a corner and a policeman said to me “Get your head 
round the corner you Fenian Bastard” So I threw a stone at him, aye, I started the 
troubles. Eamonn McCann runs shouting at me, “I’ll condemn you from every 
socialist platform in the country” I just responded “ah fuck you McCann.” And if 
that’s a comment on my politics, crucify me. 
  The Bogside Seige started then. The Republican movement hadn’t really re‐
emerged at that point but it was always there about an inch under anything that was 
happening. Everyone knew Gerry the Bird, the gentle Republican who was arrested 
constantly and broke out of every prison in Ireland, RC would say the bird has flown 
cause that’s what he wrote on the wall before he escaped. Republicans always felt a 
sort of moral superiority to everyone.  
  On the DHAC organization committee was me and Eamonn McCann, we 
weren’t Republicans. Then there was Finbar O’Doherty he was a member of the 
James Connoly club,  maybe the only member. Johnny White was, but he was a 
socialst. Republicanisms was in complete disarray, no coherence. But history made 
sure it could clamp together. It was involved in that atomistic style. 
  I never could have envisaged what this would become, but I  should have. I 
would have done a lot of things different. But I wouldn’t regret anything in a major 
profound way. Of course I am sorry about what happened, but I can’t tae 
responsibility for it – It’s the British Governments fault for they sat back and did 
nothing about it – no excuse. They knew what was going and did nothing until 1969 
and then didn’t do the right thing , they have to take responsibility for all these 
deaths.  
(Afterward we meet Terry and Don, who Dermie explains to me had been field 
commanders for the OIRA back in the 1960s, afterward we all went to Sandino’s for 
a pint – they spent a few hours reminiscing about the past, their friendships, girls 
they had chased, unfortunately I could not record it and have only remembered 
these parts exactly). 
DM : Ay Terry, you probably would have tried to blow this place up wouldn’t you… 
Terry: ah not this one. 
DM: My Brother In‐Law tried to ask me questions to get me angry, but I like it, I 
don’t mean to sound all ego‐centrical, but there is nothing he can ask me that I won’t 
be able to answer. Besides he is about 60 goose‐steps to the right of Hitler. 
DM: So Terry, Don, are you guys coming to Eamonn’s meeting? 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Terry: No, Why would I vote for the Socialists? What do they know? They never even 
leave Sandino’s! 
DM: Eamonn hardly ever comes here anymore, I might be here, some of us are here 
a lot, but Eamonn is serious.  
 
Eamonn McCann  
People Before Profit Foyle Candidate 7 April, 10:15 am, Café Del Mondo (the PBP 
office is still out of commission due to electric leak/flood) 
  I EM: So what do you want to know. 
Me:  well, I guess a lot of things, everything. Lets start with, I’ve done some 
background research and you seem to have been a part of several different Socialist 
organizations over your time, is that due to changes in Ideology or just 
organizations. 
EM: No. I wouldn’t say that it has been a change in direction or a change in 
ideas, it has been a change of context. The Labour Party 40 years ago was the center 
of Left Wing thought in Derry, so I joined it. I never left anything over ideology. It 
has just been a matter of what has made most sense for that context and time. 
Me: So what do you think about the various schisms and differences between the 
Leftist parties today? 
  EM: Well for instance there is the Communist Party of Ireland which has been 
involved in things in various ways for years. Now I would disagree with the CPI 
profoundly over different things, primarily with regard to the USSR, Cuba and China 
and the other supposedly Socialist countries, that I didn’t see as particularly 
Socialist. They justify the loss of individual freedom for the sake of the stability of 
the Communist state, which is something I could never accept. The Worker’s Party, 
which was the split off of the Leftist segment of the Republican movement, were also 
wholly uncritical of the Soviet Union.  
  It’s the problem with being a small Marxist sect – and to some extent that’s 
what we are, but we’re working on it. You can’t just stand on the fringe shouting 
about revolution, you need to join and campaign for real issues not enough to just 
yell revolutionary slogans. 
Me: What about the Socialist Party, how do they fit into this? 
  EM: I mainly disagree with the Socialist Party over how they estimated 
Stalinist countries, we are both together in a broadly speaking sense a part of 
Trotskyism – they defined Russia as a Worker’s State, whereas the SWP and I see 
that the state had taken control of the means of production and created another 
form of State‐capitalism. Unfortunately ideological differences have a history of 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becoming sharply defined on the left. I don’t see any reason why we should be 
separated – we agree on 90% ‐ creating a division because of the remaining 10% 
seems plain silly. But it goes back to the nights when we’d stay up all night debating 
the Maoist movements in Indonesia, how Sukarno claimed there had to be a bloc of 
the four classes and etc. etc ‐‐‐ It becomes a caricature of itself. I have no time for it 
anymore, no time at all. If we agree on the essentials, we should just work together. 
Me: It seems like Socialism has more support in the Catholic/Nationalist 
communities than the Prot/Unionist, is that true? 
  EM: There is no question about that, unionists have been traditionally right 
wing and traditionally loyal to the state. Unionism is inherently attracted to the 
status quo. Whereas the nationalist community, being typically against the state, has 
been more open to radical ideas – to the left. 
  But class politics has always been hard here because you have essentially 
two different class structures, that is very different than most places. Unionists have 
always had a middle class, a managerial class and an industrial class dating back 
from the days when they owned the shipyards and the linen industry. There has 
never been that equivalent on the other side. There has also always been a quite 
structured Working Class, but people knew their place. 
  The Catholic community had a much greater sense of being one together. 
There is a unique form of alienation and discontent that comes from being looked 
down on by your own. Growing up here in the Bogside I was never aware of a layer 
of Catholics who considered themselves better than me, individuals existed, but 
never a whole group. I think that knowledge has been greatly to the detriment of the 
Protestant working people. All advantage accorded to them by their community is 
gone now, what are they left with? And yet this turns them to the Right wing and an 
angry source of deep alienation, it distorts our politics.  
  Its incredibly difficult to get an argument about class going – this all makes 
people cling even more deeply to the symbols of nationhood and monarchy. They 
have nothing to thank the state for, but this reverence deepens and intensifies as it 
becomes only symbols. It’s amazing how as they lose substance people cling to the 
symbols even more. Its part of the context in the right wing. 
Me: Buy you are trying to fight this, you have been canvassing in protestant 
communities. 
  EM: yes we are canvassing and running candidates and campaigning in all 
areas, you have to break this down at some point, you have to start. And now the 
time is right. 
Me: why now specifically? 
  EM: Because the major forms of communal politics, the Unionism and 
Nationalism has failed. Nationalism hasn’t brought about a united Ireland and 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doesn’t look like it will anytime soon, and unionism fought for years – the likes of 
Ian Paisley and such – saying they would never share power with Catholics and 
republicans and of course they lost that battle. Because of that failure neither 
segment can make it on their own. These have ceased to be Northern Ireland issues, 
they are global questions about recession and cuts to social spending there is not a a 
specter of religious difference in them. And as not an economist around – left, right 
or center – thinks that this is getting better any time soon, we need to work 
together, one group  can’t advance themselves alone. 40 years ago it might have 
made sense to talk about making a fairer city an fairer society between Catholics 
and Protestants, but that just doesn’t make sense anymore. Universal cuts came 
down last week, Characteristically this should provide better terrain for us. 
Me: why do you think the terrain might not be as good as it should be?  
  EM: Tradition weighs very heavily to a greater extent than we allowed for 
before. Marx has a line about it, what is it, something about the “relative Autonomy 
of Ideology” I forget where that comes from, but it refers to how ideology seems to 
continue even after the material basis has disappeared. 
  This is definitely true of Ulster Unionism. There is no separate nature of 
Northern Ireland Bourgeoisie, this whole notion of a Protestant elite that is the back 
bone of Ulster, that’s all gone.  
  But its also true of Republicanism – which has always been the traditional 
Philosophy around the Catholic community, deserting the nationalism feels like 
betrayal. There are two separate things going on, they can see that the approach of 
Working Class politics makes sense, but the Community tugs people back all the 
time.  
Me: You’ve written that the problem with armed struggles like the IRA is that they 
are not beholden to the people, how do you work to be a group that despite being 
small and isolated is more true to the will and needs of the people? 
  EM: By being involved in broad struggles over specific issues: campaign 
against the closing of a recycling center, against water charges, militarism, 
campaigns for jobs and stuff like that, we try to get involved. Believe in that aim to 
get themselves immersed in these issues. It means working with organizations we 
don’t necessarily fully agree with, some fairly moderate well‐meaning people, but its 
what we have to do. 
  There is an old traditional aspect of Socialist Revolution that is just waving 
the flag of bringing on revolution, without doing anything, its futile, the best way is 
to actually be involved. 
Me: I read an article you wrote in which you say Enda Kenny is weak and not going 
anywhere, what do you think changed to make that happen? 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 EM: I do think Enda is a lightweight and a fool, 10 months before he became 
Taoiseach, his own party tried to vote him out because they thought he was 
worthless. You could have run a pig’s bladder on a stick against Fianna Fail this year 
and they would have one. I am very skeptical about elections, you see it all over the 
world, you elect radical people and they do not deliver on what they promised, 
because they promised things that were impossible in the system. That is the 
communist experience of electoral politics, draw on the desire for radical 
alternatives and for change, but then get in there and start to conform. There has 
never been a Leftist politician who has been elected and not accused of selling out. 
  The only way to keep you honest is to have mobilization of the people from 
below – you need the masses from below to help you. If they are uninvolved after 
the election you can’t deliver. This has clearly been the Obama experience in the 
states, people went away, said our job is done, we got our man in there, and now he 
isn’t able to deliver on what he promised, its true everywhere. 
Me: So what would you do to try and be different? To keep them mobilized? 
  EM: I would continue to do what I think PBP has done all along: motivate 
people around specific issues. There is a huge housing problem in Derry, people 
having foreclosed mortgages, forced evictions. We would just say no! We’d tell the 
families, “don’t get out of the house.” And we would get neighbors in the area to 
come out and support them. As an MLA I could have more of a hand in organizing 
that and getting it coverage, saying you would have to arrest us. And I could use my 
influence and connections to get others involved. 
  In this way people can be mobilized in large numbers, not through a broad 
sense of preaching and ideology, but in individual instances that spark this type of 
action. I’ve learned through the Trade Union movement that time is impossible, 
people are either lazy or always busy, but one instance like that can spark it. And 
they come from unexpected people, its not a matter of a megaphone or a factory, it 
has to be about a specific meaningful issue. With the recession that is here and 
coming – there’s going to be a lot of flammable material that could ignite easily. A 
Socialist Organization has to be aware and already involved and relevant to use 
these opportunities when they arise to mobilize people.  
Me: You mentioned the Trade Unions briefly, how much support do you have from 
them, how much of a connection? 
  EM: The Trade Unions pay attention to the fact that they have essentially two 
separate movements and to the segregated nature of the country you could have 
two separate branches of the same union, one Catholic and one Protestant. And 90% 
of the time it doesn’t matter, most trade union work is not about the communal 
divide, but it can hold trade unions back. It has tended to result in conservatism in 
the movement, they are not able to make any radical move because they don’t want 
to alienate anyway. But at the same time there are a quarter of a million trade union 
members in Northern Ireland, one of the highest in Europe. And they say essentially 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the same thing as People Before Profit, that the difference between Orange and 
Green shouldn’t matter – so we harmonize with their fundamental basis, but we 
haven’t won their full support. 
Me: Now I noticed the sign over their that says “in memory of all those killed by 
weapons systems produced in this city and district” and I’m incredibly intrigued – I 
don’t think I’ve ever seen a sign like that before, did you have anything to do with it? 
  EM: The sign was put up as a result of our campaign against Raytheon. It was 
one of the great ironies when Raytheon came here in 1999 as a part of the Peace 
Process – because of the Peace Dividend that we had been promised. It was hailed as 
a result of the great things that happen when you give up violence in favor of peace 
and stability, a company like Raytheon comes in and builds a factor. It was just too 
obvious. So a campaign started which I was a part of. 
  We start out primarily with lobbying and marching and the like, but then we 
occupied the Raytheon plant 3 times. The first was during the Israeli conflict in 
Southern Lebanon. They were using Raytheon made bombs and there was a 
bombing of an apartment building on August 9th which as the anniversary of the 
bombing of Nagasaki. So we occupied the building, threw their computers smashed 
things up pretty bad. So we were all arrested, charged and acquitted. We argued that 
we weren’t committing a crime we were stopping a greater crime from being 
committed. Raytheon was very unhappy. Then in January of 2009 Raytheon 
products were used in Operation Cast Lead. So 9 women occupied them again, they 
were arrested charged and acquitted. We’ve seen internal documents between 
Raytheon and the DCC saying that if this type of thing continues they won’t be able 
to stay here, and then they finally left. The plaque is entirely unofficial, no one has 
dared take it down because they know it would be put back up, so they let it sit 
there. 
Me: Now I have read that you have been criticized for not making an all out 
renunciation of violence… 
  EM: Yes. I cringe when people talk about, say what happened in Omagh last 
weekend and say this was done be men of violence and in general that it was men of 
violence who killed in the troubles. The loudest condemnations of paramilitary 
violence often come from the loudest supporters of official violence – same people 
who say violence is never justified by we stand by our troops. So I get criticized 
because they say you are less than 100% in your condemnation of the 
paramilitaries. That is not true, I don’t support the paramilitaries and I never have – 
but I cant take the hypocrisy of it. States carry out wholesale violence, terrorists 
carry out retail violence. 
 
Diane Greer 
People Before Profit Derry Rural Candidate 7 April 200pm, Café Nervosa– 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 DG: I came to running for office rather reluctantly, as I explained the other 
night my parents were in business and we were fairly well off. My mother 
personified that much more than my father. He passed on two years ago and I miss 
him terribly, mainly around political discussions like this. Like I explained the other 
night he raised me to think about the coat thing, and everything just flowed from 
that. Everything was guided by that drive for equality and fair play.  
  I really had no axe to grind at the wealthy until about the last four or five 
years – unlike Eamonn and some of the others, I didn’t have the fury until recently. 
  When I was young I supported the paramilitaries, the UDA mainly, it was 
where my friends were, it was what we did. It was all totally covert behind my 
parents back, they were well off enough not to be driven to support them like that. 
But I collected money for prisoners, smuggled things in and out of prisons – notes 
food, Christmas presents clothes. Wrote letters to prisoners, that was a big thing for 
young women to do in those days. My friends were all in the a flute band that was 
connected to the UDA, that’s how we got involved. It was a peer group, we believed 
that we were defending Ulster.  
Me: so what changed in the last 4 or 5 years? 
  DG: I would have always been somewhat outspoken on those issues, but now 
I’m very clear. I’ve watched lack of support for people, my son runs a small business, 
and I’ve watched the lack of support for small businesses and huge support for 
multinationals. I know people slipping into the disadvantaged category and hear 
about bankers bonuses rising, and everything just unraveled. Such fury. I didn’t 
know what to do.  
  Before now I often got a platform on the radio and in various media forms to 
express myself. And it was so clear that we were really in crisis. Some people – the 
bankers the politicians ‐ were making mistakes and then blaming us for it. I watch 
politics all over the world, in Europe, the middle east and in the states. So I listened 
to PBP in the South on youtube, ah modern technology, I’m not great at it, but its 
amazing how it has let me connect to things. I am a simple person who likes things 
to be set out plainly before me, PBP cut away all the shit, said who it was who was 
causing this and how we could change it. So at first I liked their message, and then I 
learned that I really liked the characters.  
  I was one of the founders of the Women’s Coalition, and we worked very 
hard to get a system in place, but it doesn’t work. I still maintain that we needed it 
then to get beyond where we were, but now in our politics we don’t make big 
decisions quick enough, we don’t take about where we need to go as a society. Don’t 
have that level of debate. So I guess in the last few years I have become more 
radicalized. I have been at varying levels of the left, but I’ve always been floating 
about – I think people need to be flexible, if you are uncritically set in your ways you 
are no better than those on the right. I understand Marxism in bits and babs, but its 
more the beginners guide to Marxism – not steeped in it like Eamonn. But I’m ok, I 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don’t have time for that. There are people who have to be able to spend all night 
debating various aspects of Marxist theory, that’s not my thing. 
  So I got involved/interested when it was still the SEA. I am an 
environmentalist, I have a bio‐diverse garden and hens. And Marrying it with 
socialism just seemed to make sense to me. And then it morphed into PBP which 
seemed like a natural progression. 
  This was going on at the same time as Raytheon, and I was involved in that. 
But there were Dissident Republicans there too, and because of my background I 
was finding it harder and harder to be their with them – whether they were defining 
themselves as anti‐war or not.  I kept saying to Eamonn, “Eamonn how do you 
square with that?” So I just quietly moved off the scene.  
  In People Before Profit I have met some fabulous people and some absolute 
head‐cases. But I relish the vibrancy and the urgency. I like the conversation. I train 
people in leadership, negotiation and conflict management. I think chaos is a really 
important aspect of any organization because it gives us so many opportunities to 
grow and to work. 
  I think that the Protestant perspective on PBP right now is mainly, Jesus, I’m 
so angry too, this is what I’m thinking too. I think loads of Protestants will vote for 
Eamonn this time, but some won’t just because its Eamon and he was energized out 
of the Civil Rights Movement and the same people who led that became the leaders 
of the IRA, that isn’t true, but its what they all think. But for me its not bad, because 
of the work I do I have had safe passage by the Provos for years, and I have really 
good relationships across the borders. 
  My fellow Loyalists used to see me as a traitor for cooperating and working 
across lines but people don’t that anymore. It’s a good thing, Protestants 
traditionally have not been involved in community development in the same way 
that Catholics have – though in my mind it has been more sustained where it has 
taken root in the Protestant communities.  
  If you step outside the lines of these communities you are seen as a threat 
and it can be very difficult to keep going. The day that Stormont went up after the 
GFAs, Martin  McGuinness was taking questions and I was invited to ask him one 
and on stage he said that I was very supportive of Republicans who moved away 
from violence when it was not safe to be. I can’t really remember how unsafe it was, 
but I’ve gotten tones of death threats, some of them real, some just from some idiot. 
More often than not from my own community. I could paper the walls with the 
death threats I’ve gotten; I think a lot of us could. 
    Socialism is still very much seen as outside the bounds of the Protestant 
community, there is a job to be done to get them on board, but slowly people are 
linking to specific issues and not caring who leads the march. But there is a tradition 
in Protestant community of acceptance and loyalty to the state, and if not that then 
an understanding that the state is too big to change, or at the very least that we 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don’t have the skills or the words or arguments to change it. Literacy levels in the 
Protestant community are plummeting, self esteem and confidence are plummeting. 
They are begging to look for things to be proud of, a culture a tradition, and its 
coming out as Ulster Scots but its still coming. Here in Derry they are getting 
involved in the arts scene and music for the first time. The arts scene was always 
seen as part of the Nationalist community, but now where they only used to play in 
flute bands, they are learning guitar and drums and others.  
  Yeah there are a lot of artists in the Socialist movement in Derry, it is a 
defiant and socialist art, we have no bother getting a benefit concert together. 
  I was involved in the founding of the Women’s Coalition, for the Women’s EU 
platform. We new that the parties had women in them who were qualified and ready 
and we wrote to them asking them to consider putting them higher up near the top 
of their lists.  And to say that if they have no women ready then they should put 
more resources there. No one got back to us, not even Sinn Fein, which surprised us 
because we knew they had women councilors. But we asked them and they said, “we 
don’t make the decisions.” And someone from Britain looked at our project and said, 
why don’t you start your own party and do it yourselves. And I thought, I wouldn’t 
stand, I have children and I’m doing all this stuff. But then I realized that every 
woman would say the same thing. So I said count me in for one meeting to look at 
this. And I was so excited that I went to another. It turned out that as long as we got 
100 women to stand and they each got 100 votes, we would get a seat at the GFA 
table. We only got 70 women, so the number we needed went up, but it worked, we 
got in and the number of women in politics went up. It has gone back again.  
In south there were more women in PBP – when we did initial troll for 
Eamon for assembly, Colm and Connor said that they wanted to run for Councilors. 
Now I have never been discriminated against in my life, never disadvantaged. But I 
said to Goretti, the photographs of the candidates are gonna all be men – we are so 
big on equality, can we defend this to our feminist friends? She said she wouldn’t 
stand, and I said I wouldn’t. But then I thought, well you know something, 
everything is lining up for me right now in the universe (I can see Eamonn rolling 
his eyes at this), now is the time.  We said we weren’t running paper candidates, so I 
had to be serious about winning. Eamonn rang Roisin, and I was there, he was 
downhearted because we couldn’t find a woman, who would bit the bullet? Then 
finally I told Roisin to ring him back, I would do it. Then I got quite excited, I still 
don’t think I’ll get elected, but tits good to put that footprint around, build 
momentum, hopefully encourage someone else later. 
  I don’t focus on the fact that I’m a woman or a protestant, that’s not what its 
about, but I have found the warmest hearth here, the greatest sense of welcome. I 
am a fluffier socialist then the rest, I can do the hard stuff, but I know my strengths, 
we need to have socialist debates that go way back to the 1900s – others can do that 
– I bring those labels for others to see. I’m every woman in a million ways. 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 It was somewhat hard to join an all‐Ireland party as a unionist – I thought, 
how am I gonna get around this – but it is so not relevant.  But how do I 
communicate that to other people? The global citizen thing I explained the other 
night has been the best way to do it, the big thing for other people is just to see 
where I am. That it is part of a conversation. Aye people have been receptive, any 
who aren’t  saying anything. But its interesting, it’s the first time I’m getting off with 
the top level of Sinn Fein. I think they see me as some kind of threat, but their 
policies are their policies.       
 
Lynda Walker   
Chairwoman Communist Party Ireland,  April 14, 1200pm John Hewitt’s Pub 
  LW: I am from Sheffield originally which complicates my role as Chairwoman 
of an all‐Ireland Communist Party, but I have spent most of my adult life here. My 
sister and mother joined the P in the late 60s. 
  Actually as it turns out my mother was rejoining the Communist party, she 
had left my father in the 1930s and gone off to work with them, but then they got 
back together and had my sister and me. But they rejoined. And then I don’t know, it 
must have been something about reading Willy Gallagher’s book, and the anti‐
Vietnam movement, but I got involved pretty soon after that. Then I moved over 
here from Sheffield in 1969. 
  We would have fraternal links with the CP in England and throughout the 
world. The Greek and Indian parties put together a New International to try and get 
things started. Their website is Solidnet. 
  So in 1970 you had the joining of the parties in the Republic and here. The 
communist youth league had merged earlier, and they had developed a unity 
conference. In many ways it was progressive and forward looking, but you have two 
different sets of issues. In the Republics the issue is debt and trying to wean the 
Trade Unions away from the politicians. In the north the TU movement is more 
proactive, but you have the whole remnants of the bombing and bullets campaign. 
Me: No I have heard that there has been some controversy as to how connected the 
CPI was with the IRA and the likes. 
  LW: No controversy, we were not connected to the OIRA, but when Sinn Fein 
initially separated from the IRA, we saw Sinn Fein as a potentially progress and anti‐
imperialist force. But they just drove a wedge between the working classes. There is 
a 1962 document of the Communist Party that talks about this. The GFA was a step 
forward, but it was problematic – there are things happening today that never 
would have happened before, cross community action. There is a determination in 
Non‐profits organizations and the women’s sector and on the Shankill that I have 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been involved in. No one mentions Protestants or Catholics, people are just accepted 
for what they are. Almost like a cooperative.  
  I was involved in setting up a women’s center, I’ve been involved in a lot of 
these things, like the Women’s coalition. What you have to remember about the 
Women’s coalition is that it was just that – a collation – there were conservatives, 
Sinn Fein, a communist. They knew I was a Communist, some people have tried to 
claim that I hid it from them, but everyone knew. I stood on the Shankill, and I didn’t 
come from the Shankill. This guy has written a lot of criticism about me and what I 
do as a communist and women’s rights activist and I sat on the policing board with 
him and he was polite but then he wrote this stuff, so I just put it up on my facebook, 
the right‐wing bastard.  
  There was a time when I couldn’t walk up the shankill – now I have the 
freedom to do that, and work there and teach there. The receptivity to Communism 
in the Prot communities hasn’t been great, there is still a fundamentalist attitude 
toward communism, but we have people in the ship yards who were looked up to 
and in the unions – so they see contradictions, Communists involved in these 
struggles like Betty Sinclair are looked up to, but we don’t get much political 
support. 
  We have run candidates in the past – just after the war we got about 2‐3 
thousand votes, mainly in East Belfast and Bainbridge – and we have stood 
throughout the years. In the 1980s a bit, and leading up to the peace talks. We 
challenged them when they said that only 12 parties could run for the peace talks, 
said that was undemocratic, and it went through the courts and the legislation was 
changed. After that we felt like we had to stand for those elections though we didn’t 
get much support. 
  We have our doubts about mode of campaigning, about the amount of effort 
and money it takes to stand just for the small amount of votes we’ll get. But its good 
publicity. We had a major downturn in the 90s. But we published a document on the 
IRA and resistance in NI called the ARMED STRUGGLE and its very good, we are 
thing about reprinting it, since it is still very relevant. Especially with the other 
Republican activities that are still going on, which make no sense. If they really 
wanted Irish sovereignty they should go south and bomb the banks. However the 
police will always be in defense of the state, but how far do you move from 
revolution to reform? And what do you do in the meantime? We are still working 
toward that revolution. But after the collapse of the Socialist Countries it has been 
horrible. The US, France and Britain wouldn’t have the run of the world they do now 
if the Soviets were still alive. They had their problems, they were by no means 
perfect, but what they have now is much much worse. IT is as if someone was 
playing a classical piece of music poorly, all the right things are there its just not 
being done well. 
  I have never really been the one to get into major arguments about theory 
and stuff like that, you should talk to Eugene McCartan for that. But I have sat down 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and discussed these issues with Trotskyites and they see us as very much Stalinist, 
which we aren’t. We see them as ultra‐leftist organizations more concerned with 
selling papers then fighting the cause. But there is still some discussion between us. 
They tend to see the CP as more of the problem than capitalists! Promoting 
themselves more than the cause. And I think this can be a destructive force, but I 
don’t really have any examples in mind so I’m somewhat uncomfortable with saying 
that.    
  So now we are involved in the Trade Union movements, the women’s 
movement. Projects challenging sectarianism and racism. International Brigade 
which commemorates the fight against fascism in the Spansih civil war. Youth 
committee. Communism still something not spoken about widely, almost 
Clandestine. People are still al little afraid to be found out, think they might lose 
their jobs. 
Talk to Joe Bowers if you want. 
We don’t like to talk about our membership numbers.   
Dawn Purvis  
Independent MLA for East Belfast, at her constituency offices, April 14 330pm 
Me: So what has it been like running as an independent now after having been in a 
party before? 
  DP: It has been a brand new experience, I have had to start from scratch – I 
don’t have party infrastructure to work with. 
Me: So why has it been important to identify as a unionist now? 
  DP: Because I’m a unionist. 
Me: So do you think it would be better in a party? 
  DP: Its very different on my own, very difficult, having to sell myself, to 
market my self, very difficult to ask people for money when its just you – it’s a lot 
easier when its for a party, selling brands, selling manifestos, selling a range of 
candidates – this has me just a little bit out of my comfort zone. Which isn’t to say it 
isn’t a little enjoyable.  
Me: Are people receptive to independents? 
  DP: I have to explain a lot. People don’t know what it means. People don’t 
understand how one is politically independent. But generally people have taken me 
very warmly and positively, like the idea of having a maverick in the Assembly.  
  However on the other hand, some see it as a weakness. What influence could 
you have, what clout, without the support of a party structure? So then I have to 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explain what I have achieved, it has sharpened my explanatory powers, and people 
are receptive to that. Its kind of enjoyable when you find someone who says “yours 
politicians are all the same, useless. You do nothing.” Then I explain my record of 
lobbying on behalf of the most vulnerable and I show hem what I’ve done, people’s 
attitude really changes. 
Me: When you left the PUP did you consider joining another party? 
  DP: No. When I resigned from the PUP I received formal and informal 
approaches from everyone from the most left to the most right. And I just said, if you 
were attractive, I would have joined in the first place.  But there is something not 
there in being an independent, in order to really make change you need political 
power and it’s hard to have that as an individual. 
Me: So where are you on the political spectrum? And why didn’t you join one of the 
socialist parties? 
  DP: I would identify as a progressive socialist. But there are too many left 
groups and too much infighting between them.  A bit like the right wing, they all 
think they are right , all think they have the best policies, and never get their act 
together to be a formidable force for change. So I’m more interested in working on 
issues, collaborating with parties around issues not ideology. 
  Educational underachievement is one of my big issues now. Mental Health 
how to support. I don’t  campaign in nationalist areas, I’m too easily identifiable as a 
unionist. But I have communication with nationalists once a fortnight, once a week 
or so in my constituency office. I would expect to get some transfer votes from those 
areas, because they would see that I would work for all people – there is somewhat 
more of an appeal for not being a member of any political party, but I don’t know. 
It’s been great because it has freed me up to campaign on local issues, focus on East 
Belfast, don’t have to have an opinion on anything that doesn’t worry people here. 
  Gender is awful here, I want to see more women vote, women and young 
people who don’t vote – I would imagine that it is the same in the states where its 
just a lot of white angry men. Which creates a political class there. I’m working on 
initiatives to encourage women to vote. There is also a lack of women in politics in 
general, only 13% participation in government. Worst record in the world. There 
are 38 women in 218 candidates this time and not all are standing in safe seats, 
besides being 2nd and 3rd running partners.  
  Political parties themselves are not selecting women, or encouraging women 
who make up 52% of the population. So they are not represented at all. It is so 
important to have the perspective, or else you have people churning out policy and 
legislation who are not best placed to do it. It is proven that decision bodies that are 
more diverse, and have more women, have more serving, better long term more 
strategic approaches. Male dominated views on traditional values get reinforces. If 
they continue to grow at this rate it will take 250 years for women to be 
proportionally represented. Leadership of PIP encouraged me every step of the way, 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elected right when women before me had broken ground. Women’s coalition were 
treated horribly by the DUP. I haven’t experienced that kind of prejudice.   
Conall McDevitt 
SDLP MLA from South Belfast, at his constituency office, 15 April 9:00 am. 
(His offices on the second floor of a building on Lisburn road. He lets me in. 
Makes us coffee. Sit at his desk. Clear clutter. Crazed office. He tells me they’ve been 
working till 10pm every night, so they get started a little later in the day. Had just 
taken his kids to school. On the phone a lot with people planning interview on BBC 
for later and what to say about biker who had just been killed on Ormeau Rd. He’s 
wearing a pin stripe suit and a paisley tie. He has an anti‐racism bracelet on and 
Amnesty International cufflinks. ) 
  CM: The good Friday Accords creates 2 important things as a nation – it 
provides a framework to deal with the constitutional question, giving the power 
back to the people, providing that consent is fundamental; and it affects the context 
we have to work with. 
  It provides for an environment where my nationalism is unaffected, but we 
can still have a stable powerful, power sharing government in Northern Ireland. We 
should agree that irrespective of what side of the constitutional debate one is on, 
you are able to participate in the rebirth of Northern Ireland. The GFA creates a new 
region and gives us unprecedented opportunity to change both the 6 counties and 
all of Ireland.  It will change the way in which people will eventually come to the 
constitutional question – because the key to a United Ireland is in the North – 
because there are 1.5 million protestants who have the right to say no as long as 
they wish. 
  There is the traditional Republican response which is to say that we will just 
breed them out, play the numbers game. Well you can do that, or you can change the 
terms of the debate. We can make Northern Ireland the most powerful region in 
either the UK or Ireland. We can unite people in Northern Ireland out of that shared 
determination to transform Ireland. We will be united because of demographic 
pressures, that is always on board, it makes people aware of how a referendum 
could go. But do you want to win that referendum based on Sectarian pressures? Or 
on the conscious choice of everyone made out of their own self‐interest.  
  Nationalism needs to prove now that we can make Northern Ireland work for 
everyone, regardless of identity. Because it will be much easier to say we have and 
will continue to work unprejudiced for our fellow regionalists, to build together and 
make it work.  
Me: Don’t you think it might be easier to do this from a position not of Nationalism? 
If you have to work across the communal bounds, why not join a party that reflects 
that? 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 CM: IF we engage in denying who we are, we are denying the need to build a 
new North within our community, instead we would be creating a third sort of less 
real community. We can be proud of who we are, but change the terms of how we 
engage, what it means to be who we are. IT will – History tells us – that if you deny 
identity, it will come back to bite us.  
  During this election campaign I’ve been spending a disordinate amount of 
time talking to ordinary people, and they have said things to me like, “If you were a 
unionist I’d vote for you.” And what they are saying is, “I like you and your 
possibilities, but the tribal connection says no.” Then they’ll say, “Well I’ll give you a 
number 2 vote.” 
  And I see this as the beginning of a long period where the constitutional 
question will not drive politics. People will cross species lines. They will see renewal 
in communities, and want tot support them no matter who is leading it. That will 
create a new dynamic. When we canvass, we knock on every door despite having the 
list of who these houses voted for in the last several elections. Much of South Belfast 
is incredibly mixed up, and we are seeing how we can grow out of these areas. 
(points to a map) see that black area there, it is a staunchly loyalist working class 
area, and yet we still get 20% of the vote there. They have UDA murals on their 
walls, what are 20% of the people they’re voting for us for? They might be rebels; 
they might be trying to challenge the mainstream of their parties, or might 
genuinely want to support our policies beyond the National question.  
  The GFA changes the rules of Nationalism and Unionism. Approaching the 
new forms of N and U with the old styles of operating is like trying to squeeze a 
square kiddy cube into the round kiddy toy hole. N and U have been a reductionist 
struggle traditionally, made even worse with their symmetry with religion and 
culture, language.  
  GFA creates another level of the new Northern Ireland, says we can govern 
ourselves – throws power at us slowly over the next 20 years, and gives us the 
power of ver. the decision to stay in the union. It is incentivising partnership, shared 
institutions, tells people to focus on the shared bits. N and U can’t just be polar 
opposites. I think it acknowledges that we are sectarian but to say it institutionalizes 
it is to miss the point of reconciliation. It could support sectarianism, but if people 
come to with transformational politics it doesn’t have to. Unfortunately Sinn Fein 
and the DUP have not come with this attitude. 
  I could find a home in Sinn Fein, we share a similar progressive social 
ideology, I’m lefty like that. But they are more partisan than they are patriotic. More 
into the partisan then they are into developing Ireland or Britain. It is scary I admit, 
to ask people to leave their identities, make them more flexible, is a difficult thing. 
  But we saw it in the last few weeks and it has been fascinating. When a PSNI 
officer is murdered we have to unite as northerners, and people have united. It 
wasn’t the appearance of the Taoiseach at the funeral that showed it, it was the 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presence of PSNI officers at a service at a Catholic church, it was his PSNI  partners 
handing the coffin off to his former GAA team mates. 
Me: What about the cuts? Don’t they pose a threat to the ability to develop Northern 
Ireland as a cohesive region? 
  CM: When we are faced with difficult decisions we have two options, we can 
go reactionary and always blame someone else – or we can see it as an opportunity 
to go forward. There is a 1‐1.5 billion pounds – a shit ton of money – that we spend 
each year on managing division, duplication of services. Not to mention a 
disproportionate amounts from security and policing that division. 
  We know that a diversity of education, not a one‐size fits all approach, will 
best serve our children. But we have a massive opportunity here to save and 
transform our society through shared faith schools. Then there is the size of the 
government, shrinking isn’t just what we need, we need to grow a private sector – 
with connections to GB and the South – and the creative thinking that is going on 
around these issues wouldn’t be happening without the financial pressure. All of 
these things could be very positive. 
Me: How does it change campaigning that every party has been in power and will 
continue to be in power? 
  CM: It totally changes campaigning – you are voting on how strong the party 
will be in the next government – how big of a voice. So you have to be much more 
focused on your party’s program for governing – because the more will be 
implemented. The SDLP has really pushed this year to have the whole government 
agree on a program before we go to picking ministries. Because we don’t know 
which ministries we’ll end up with, you have to campaign on a whole program – 
should be preapproved. The point is to avoid silo ministries where it is understood 
that one party always does that one thing. WE want all the ministers to go into the 
government interested in making this region work. WE are looking for a more 
corporate approach.  
Paddy Meehan  
Socialist Party Candidate South Belfast, Queens Student Union, April 18th 530pm  
Me: So I guess I just want to start out by asking why you are running? And why you 
are a member of the Socialist Party? 
  PM: Well in the Socialist Party we like to think that politics is not really about 
the personalities, so I would answer about talking about why young people would 
be involved in the Socialist Party, why a young person would be running for office. 
For me it started with the Iraq War. When the War started we organized a student 
walk out. This grew into a sense of the need for wider action, walking out and more, 
the need to find an anti‐sectarian force – what could defeat sectarianism? Where 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could it come from? And in a place like Northern Ireland, the sectarianism pervades 
all relationships, plays a role in every interaction.  
  I wouldn’t have been a revolutionary when I first began. But through 
discussions and work with various people I grew into more of a Marxist. I started to 
read a lot more, history, of Northern Ireland, where the troubles really came from. 
Different from the mainstream Republican movement that understands right now as 
a point of the armed struggle where you can convince Protestants to come over to 
their side without violence. This really started to begin with the attack in Omagh, 
which would have been my first year of secondary school. 
  I would have always distrusted the Catholic Church – and so the Socialist 
party seemed like an alternative to sectarianism. I saw the SP as a force for this and 
for all working class groups. My family would have had a pretty strong TU 
background, and there you had true cross‐community work. But they did not take a 
political voice because they were not green and orange. There was a hesitancy to get 
to involved. They were British unions, so they were supposedly represented by the 
British Labour party, but there was no political connection here. But there was 
campaigning – in 1972 there was a mass party – that was the NILP with Paddy 
Devlin. It took a huge radical turn. This was mainly because of the classist 
gerrymandering, the property based voting. The point is that we see that our future 
has to be in mass struggles – not waking up one morning and seeing the nature of 
the system laid bare. It has to be in the face of situations where we have to unite out 
of necessity. 
  The paramilitary killings are based on dividing workers, the mid‐Ulster 
general strike set a precedent that that could be overcome. Then in 2001 when a 
catholic postman was killed, an immediate mass walkout forced the disbandment of 
the RHC. Both the struggle for a class consciousness and the armed struggle are 
coming to a head now, but they can both rise at the same time, more divided, and 
more attempts to reconcile that.  
  You can see the start of this class consciousness every where, but the effects 
of the 90’s capitalism, the fall of the USSR – it was a defeat for workers – now there 
was only one way to run society, Fukishima and the end of history and all that. But 
the 2000s were for socialism what the Berlin wall falling was for neoliberalism = the 
question now is who will have the most decisive leadership – one has to win out and 
one has to be smashed. 
  The 1970s NILP were like that, dynamic and and a force to move on and 
destroy. A response to British imperialism – intentional division of the working 
class.. The response of the TU leaders was that of Billy Boyd, deciding to become a 
wing of the state. Then there was an element of the NILP that was protestant 
evangelical and they all moved all the way to the right and started a religious 
organizations. Then the call from Protestant jobs for Protestant workers. No 
independent organization. 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 Our organization was born out of this. The well‐known Trotskyites of British 
Militant. We saw the repression of the paramilitaries as an oppressive force to the 
Working Class.  
Me: Why do you still run if you get such small votes. 
PM: So we get very small votes, but the issue is that politics here is not fought 
on class lines, always fought on who leads the sectarian division and which sect is 
bigger. At a certain point you have to put forth an alternative, a heightening of 
political consciousness. And we run to shore up the parties, to make sure there is an 
active layer of Trade Unionists and the most advanced of the working class see s. 
Not about elections, that is not our main activity, it’s about the campaigns on issues. 
Without a movement from below they will move to the right, elections are only a 
snap shot of the political moment. The cuts will be hammered into the working 
class, and they know from experience how we can fight the cuts while not ignoring 
the structures like the Trade Unions and Community groups do. So it becomes a 
question of how you oppose, some will say it is necessary, but where? They don’t 
have a satisfactory answer, they just pit people against people. But only so much can 
be done with raising taxes and cutting services – the problems are deeper, they are 
about how society is run, who manages wealth. We would argue for a democratic 
control of the entire societies wealth. It hits young people through the EMA, taking 
young people into the struggle, unemployment to, but that has not hit them yet. 
Me: Catholics Protestants? 
  PM: We are making important toeholds in both communities right now – 
using this election to get stronger in both. After omagh though, many Protestants 
just reject us, see all politicians as sectarian, no toleration from the paramilitaries. 
Me: So what do you think about the divisiveness on the left? Any chance for a ULA 
here? 
  PM: There are different circumstances here than in the south. In the South it 
was a question of who would be the opposition? With Fine Gael and Labour in 
power – hoping to be the opposition and to change in bank and financial system. It 
was a timely initiative. But here we know that we will still get a small vote. We hope 
that McCann will get in, but big question of national question and our differences 
there. 
  We’ve all participated in stop the cuts campaigns in NI. We’re in favor of 
unity, but not through the click of fingers. It will be in fresh layers of working class 
and an increase in struggle. Any new party would have to be democratic and federal, 
allowing for opposing views but with a democratic mandate of the majority. ULA 
could become a party, but not at the present of the North. Parties would have to 
have anti‐sectarian understanding. South issues are a bit easier. If McCann gets in: 
SWP says Orange can’t march in catholic areas, SP says people have right to express 
culture and the working class have overarching right to be free of sectarianism have 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to have a democratic compromise. McCann gave critical support of the PIRA for 
being anti‐imperialist, but Marxists have to be against individual terrorism 
everywhere so that the Working Class can unify. What would the main socialist rep 
say in the end? WE have to call things as they are, we can’t just take popular 
decisions. 
  The Communist party had a close affiliation with the OIRA – and they have 
been a rightwing force in the union. Don’t play at being a liberal leftwing force – 
they’ve expelled our members in the union – they have a huge history, but less so in 
the presence. But now they are just this Stalinist party that isn’t really doing 
anything. 
  The Workers party is still active, mainly take elections, and take unity 
through a very formulaic approach. Sort of shot themselves in the foot on both sides, 
connected to the OIRA but also seen as protestant. A force that ratted out on others. 
But they are in the stop the cuts campaign.  
  I really think that it will come down to who has the youth and who will win. 
The big split in the SWP in Belfast has meant a los of their youth. It’s about taking 
political ideas and putting them into practice. 
  The importance of an international is crucial to understand – historic 
weakness of a mass international force – but America in WI using skype to bring 
people together. Even the national question has been connation to other countries, 
don’t have that fight, want happen need many countries. The revolutionary party 
has to reflect the WC – the national question reflects that. 
Me: SP all Ireland party? 
  PM: One party, separate objectives, and structures. Not because of some 
romantic ideas bout a united Ireland but because of the real connection between 
both north and south would be most efficient use of resource’s But also a very 
strong connection to the SPs in Wales Scotland and England. Ultimately we see a 
Socialist Ireland as part of a voluntary federation of socialist England Scotland and 
Wales. But we would be in favor of an autonomous region in the North as a 
temporary solution. But we can’t believe those that say prots would have nothing to 
fear in a united Ireland today, any minority has to fear in a capitalist government. 
Protestants have right to fear – These are civil war arms, should their be a separate 
part – no because its appealing to the lowest common denominator Sectarianism is 
not a stoic thing. One will win out. Socialist Party has socialist and republicans, and 
it was intentional having that British councilor and Irish TD. Language will have to 
change, can’t use words like 32 counties because of the 32 CSM. Sinn Fein is run like 
a military organization. WE call it Derry. Write some articles in Irish some in 
English, none in Ulster Scot yet but maybe soon. Some material in polish – not 
celebrate diversity, but put jobs in the homes not racism. Won over the area despite 
jobs. We don’t romanticize the working class.   
